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ordinary figures, and handed them to him with an indif-
ferent air. He read them, re-read them, and then pro-
nounced the reply to have been inspired by more than mortal
intelligence. I was saved.
It was now the turn of the others. They questioned me
on all sorts of subjects. My answers, perfectly incompre-
hensible to myself as they were, enchanted them. They
found in each the solution they chose to find, and they asked
me in how short a time I could teach them the rules of my
sublime science.
cln a few hours/ I said, cand I shall be very glad to do so.
Although the hermit assured me that if I communicated the
secret to any one, I should die suddenly within three days
•—this may, however, have been merely a threat.'
On hearing this, M. de Bragadin looked very grave, and
said I must believe what the hermit had told me, and obey
him implicitly, and from this time forth there was no fur-
ther question of their learning the secret.
In this way I became the hierophant of the three friends,
who, in spite of their education and literary ability, were
perfectly infatuated about the occult sciences, and believed
in the possibility of all sorts of things contrary to moral
and physical laws. These noblemen were not only good
Christians, they were devout and scrupulous in the exercise
of their religion. They were none of them married, and
they had for ever renounced the society of women, whose
implacable foes they now were. They maintained that it was
the necessary condition of communication and intimate
intercourse with spirits.
It was not very commendable of me to deceive them in
this way, but I was only twenty, and had been earning my
bread in the orchestra of a theatre, and it was none of my
business to point out to them the folly of their illusions. I
did but add one to the number when I constituted myself
their apostle. I procured for them a great deal of innocent
pleasure, and for myself some pleasure which was not so
innocent, but, as I said before, I was twenty years old and

